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PRAYER SERVICE

PRELUDE.....................................................................................................Brass and Organ

ACADEMIC PROCESSION........................................................................Brass and Organ

WELCOME......................................................................................... Susan C. Wajert, PhD
	 President

INVOCATION.................................................. Very Reverend Monsignor Peter M. Polando
	 Rector, St. Columba Cathedral

SONG............................................................................................................... Congregation  
Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You

SCRIPTURE READING................................................................................JoAnne Salreno                                                      
	 2019 Graduate                                                    

RESPONSORIAL HYMN.........................................Congregation, led by John Rindy, EdD
Cantor

Psalm 19

PSALM PRAYER......................................................................................Monsignor Polando

INTERCESSIONS........................................................................................ Patrick McAllen
	 2019 Graduate                                                    

THE LORD’S PRAYER.................................................................................... Congregation

PRAYER...................................................................................................Monsignor Polando

CLOSING SONG............................................................................................  Congregation 
How Great Thou Art (Stuart K. Hine) (Verses 1 and 4)



Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You



Reading	 Acts 5:12-16	 Sit

Psalm	 Psalm 19   	 Sit
	

Please join in singing the refrain.

Intercessions	 Response: LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER.	 Stand

The Lord’s Prayer	 (all)	 Stand
	
		  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
		  kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
		  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,   
		  as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not 
		  into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
		  kingdom, and the power, and the glory, now and forever.  
		  Amen.

Prayer	 Monsignor Polando	 Stand



Song:	 How Great Thou Art (Verses 1 and 4)	 Stand



COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES

CALL TO ORDER..................................................................................Trevor Bates, DHSc
	 Vice President of Academic Affairs/Dean of Faculty

AUTHORIZATION............................................................................ Susan C. Wajert, PhD
	 President

NATIONAL ANTHEM...................................................................Led by John Rindy, EdD
The Star-Spangled Banner

BOARD OF TRUSTEES WELCOME.........................................................Diana Colaianni 
Member, Board of Trustees

GREETINGS...................................................................................................... Lori DeNiro 
	 Chief Nursing Executive, Mercy Health, Youngstown

STUDENT ADDRESS....................................................................................Kathryn Butto
2019 Graduate

INTRODUCTION OF SPEAKER.................................................................Aleah D’Amico
2019 Graduate

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS............................................ Kathleen Harley, MBA, BSN
	 President, Mercy Health St. Elizabeth Youngstown Hospital

MISERICORDIA ET CURA AWARD......................................................... President Wajert  

PRESENTATION OF DEGREE CANDIDATES................................................... Dr. Bates

CONFERRING OF DEGREES................................................................... President Wajert  

ALUMNI WELCOME................................................................................. Jill Fabian, MSN
Assistant Professor of Nursing

BLESSING OF THE GRADUATES.................. Very Reverend Monsignor Peter M. Polando
Rector, St. Columba Cathedral

SONG............................................................................................................... Congregation
America the Beautiful (Verse 1)

ALMA MATER........................................................................................... Led by Dr. Rindy

RECESSIONAL............................................................................................................Organ 
Hornpipe (G.F. Handel)



ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE 
Nursing

Brittani Laniece Agee

Mary Elizabeth Bartholomew

Jonathon Edward Bezilla

Aliyah Nicole Blackwell

Mark Ettore Boniface

Kathryn Lynn Butto

Oriana Angelica Clark

Alyssa Rae Cross

Aleah Marie D’Amico

Brooke Amber DeGeorge

Taylor Dawn Drass

Michael John Emery

Jaida Trenise Freeman

Susan Kathleen Gibbons

Betty Jean Golden 

Sylvie Francis Gratz

Danielle M. Green

Skye Nicole Hanek

Jaclyn Ariene Hilty

Jessica Mayuri Hoffman

Brooke Lee Ann Kalitich

Ashley Ann Klepec

Mikaela Rae Kuneli

Keara Rose Lengyel

Kelsey L. Loree

Miranda Lynn Mayer

Patrick Joseph McAllen

Lauren Elizabeth McIntosh

Natalia Nicole Meloro 

Kalyn Rachelle Menges

Autumn Mikayla Miller

Maria Rae Patsko

Seymone Nacole Reese

JoAnne Elizabeth Salreno

Henrietta L. Scott

Megan Elizabeth Sensky

Tyler John Serich

Bethany Lynn Sharps

Morgan Elizabeth Shea

Alexandru Sudacov

Son Hoang Tran

Leah Rose Varady

Anne Kimberly Walcott

Patricia S. Wilson

Gabriella Victoria Yargo

Christopher John Yohman

Angelique T. Zetts

SPRING 2019 GRADUATES



COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER

Kathleen Harley, MBA, BSN
President, Mercy Health St. Elizabeth Youngstown Hospital

Kathleen M. Harley began her employment with Bon Secours Mercy Health in 
January of 2019 in the role of President of St. Elizabeth Youngstown Hospital, a 
Level 1 Trauma Center and Primary Stroke Center. Prior to her current position, 
she served as Vice President and Chief Nursing Officer of Surgical and Procedural 
Services at Heritage Valley Health System in Western Pennsylvania. During her time 
at Heritage Valley Health, Kathy also led the Wound Care Center, Department 
of Cardiology and Nuclear Medicine Services, Maternal/Child Health, Radiology, 
and the Employed Physician Practices. Kathy also served in a Surgical Services 
Administrative role for two Ohio hospital systems. Kathy’s clinical expertise is in 
intensive care and the operating room as an operating room educator, which gives 
her an extensive background on which to draw.

Kathy holds a Master’s in Business Administration from Youngstown State 
University, a Bachelor of Science in Nursing from Penn State University and an RN 
Diploma from Trumbull Memorial Hospital. She has formerly served on the Board 
of Directors for the Greater Pittsburgh Orthopedic Association and the Board of 
Directors for the Women’s Center of Beaver County. She currently serves on the 
Youngstown Cityscape Board of Directors.

MISERICORDIA ET CURA AWARD

The Misericordia et Cura Award is the highest honor bestowed by the College. 
It recognizes individuals who focus on the values which are vital to the healing 
ministry and by their lives embody the College motto “Misericordia et Cura,” 
meaning compassion and care.



ACADEMIC REGALIA
Academic regalia is traditionally worn by graduating students, faculty members and other participating members at 
commencement ceremonies. 

The mortarboard cap is worn with the tassel color designating the field of learning. Holders of doctoral degrees wear 
a mortarboard or tam with a gold tassel. Colors of the velvet edging of the hoods on master or doctoral gowns denote 
the discipline of the degree and colors of the lining of the hood denote the college or university conferring the degree. 

Arts, Letters and Humanities....................White

Business....................................................Drab

Education.................................................Light Blue

Healthcare Administration........................Peacock

Health Information Technology...............Sage

Hospital Administration...........................Kelly Green

Jurisprudence, Law...................................Purple

Medical Imaging.......................................Sage

Medical Laboratory Technology...............Kelly Green

Library Science.........................................Lemon

Nursing.....................................................Apricot

Philosophy................................................Royal Blue

Psychology................................................Gold

Public Health............................................Salmon

Radiologic Technology..............................Sage

Science......................................................Gold

Social Science............................................Citron

Theology...................................................Scarlet 

Mercy College students are recognized for their academic achievement with an honor cord in the college colors.  
Bachelor’s degree-seeking students may earn the following Latin Honors: 

Summa Cum Laude – Gold and Blue Braided Cords 
Magna Cum Laude – Gold Cords 
Cum Laude – Blue Cords 

Associate degree-seeking students may earn the following honors: 

High Honors – White and Gold Braided Cords 
Honors – White Cords

The Mercy College Hoffman Ambassadors have distinguished themselves by their leadership and service to the 
College and the local community. The Mercy College Hoffman Ambassadors wear a gold medallion imprinted with 
the College seal and the word “Ambassador.” 

Student government officers wear red and blue braided cords to designate their leadership of the College student body.

Honor society membership is a reflection of outstanding academic achievements. Membership is an opportunity for 
scholarship and engagement associated within each society. Honor society members wear the respective honor cords 
or stoles to designate their excellence in academia. Alpha Delta Nu Honor Society members wear peach cords. Phi 
Theta Kappa Honor Society members wear a gold stole. Sigma Theta Tau Honor Society members wear white and 
orchid braided cords.



PARTICIPANTS

Presider...................... Very Reverend 	Monsignor 
	 Peter M. Polando

Cross Bearer............... Zackary Gmitter

Candle Bearer............. Mohommad Esmail

Flag Bearer................. Heather Zarella

Mace Bearer............... Dr. Patricia McAllen

Readers....................... JoAnne Salreno

	 Patrick McAllen

Marshalls.................... Darnell LaRosa

	 Claudia Swantek

	 Tina Fowler      

Usher......................... Aubrey Freeze   

Organist..................... Dr. Daniel Laginya

Cantor........................ Dr. John Rindy

Trumpet..................... Tim Winfield

MACE AND PRESIDENTIAL SEAL
The mace is a decorative staff that signifies degree-granting authority. The College’s mace is constructed 
of walnut and glass with the wood representing the College and the glass finial representing Toledo, 
the “Glass City.”

The Presidential Seal of Office is a medallion worn by the president signifying the authority of the office. 
On the face of the seal are four engravings:  the Mercy Cross representing the College’s founding religious 
community, the Sisters of Mercy; a book representing knowledge; a caduceus representing the health 
professions; and a dove representing the Holy Spirit. A ribbon signifying the interconnectedness of the 
elements in the life and spirit of Mercy College surrounds these engravings.



Song:		  America, the Beautiful (Verse 1)				    Stand



ALMA MATER 



MERCY COLLEGE OF OHIO  
2018-2019 BOARD OF TRUSTEES

 
Larry Boyer

Diana Colaianni

Suzette Cowell

Jeffrey Dempsey

Barbara Dianda-Martin

Jan Donley

Joan Funkhouser

Sister June Ketterer, SGM (Emeritus)

Philip McWeeny

Sister Nancy Merkle, RSM (Vice-Chair)

Doni Miller

Sister Judith Mouch, RSM

Joseph Pettee (Treasurer)

Randall Schlievert, MD

Steven Sondergaard (Chairperson)

Thomas Stuckey

Susan Wajert

Sister Rita Mary Wasserman, RSM (Emeritus)

Thomas Welch, MD 

Special thanks to all whom have volunteered in any way to make this event a memorable experience.


