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S P R I N G

Commencement Ceremony
Friday, May 3, 2019

Toledo Museum of Art Peristyle

Celebrating 100 Years of Mercy Education





PRELUDE.................................................................................. Academy Brass Quintet

ACADEMIC PROCESSION.................................................... Academy Brass Quintet
Pomp and Circumstance March  (Edward Elgar)

WELCOME...................................................................................Susan C. Wajert, PhD
	 President

SONG.......................................................................................................... Congregation
Joyful, Joyful We Adore You

SCRIPTURE READING.........................................................Larissa Huffman, AS ‘19 
	 Health Information Technology    

RESPONSORIAL HYMN.................................................................. Brian Tittl, MAT
	 Adjunct Instructor, Religious Studies

Psalm 145:  I Will Praise Your Name (David Haas)

PSALM PRAYER............................................................... Deacon Michael J. Sarra, BA 
	 Deacon, Our Lady, Queen of the Most Holy Rosary Cathedral

INTERCESSIONS........................................................................Kyleigh South, AS ‘19
                                             	 Radiologic Technology

THE LORD’S PRAYER............................................................................ Congregation   

PRAYER.......................................................................................................Deacon Sarra

SONG.......................................................................................................... Congregation 
How Great Thou Art  (Stuart K. Hine) (Verses 1 and 4)

PRAYER SERVICE



Song:		 Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You	 Stand



Reading	 Ephesians 3:14-21	 Sit

Psalm	 Psalm 145:  I Will Praise Your Name	 Sit
	
	 Please join in singing the refrain.

Psalm Prayer	 Deacon Sarra

Intercessions	 Response: LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER.	 Stand

The Lord’s Prayer	 (all)	 Stand
	
	 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
	 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
	 Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,   
	 as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not 
	 into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
	 kingdom, and the power, and the glory, now and forever.  
	 Amen.

Prayer	 Deacon Sarra	 Stand



Song:	 How Great Thou Art (Verses 1 and 4)	 Stand



CALL TO ORDER..................................................................................Trevor Bates, DHSc
	   Vice President of Academic Affairs/Dean of Faculty

AUTHORIZATION.............................................................................Susan C. Wajert, PhD
	 President

NATIONAL ANTHEM.................................................................................... Congregation
The Star-Spangled Banner

INTRODUCTION OF CHAIR, BOARD OF TRUSTEES.....Nicholas Hollinshead, BS ‘19
	 Medical Imaging

BOARD OF TRUSTEE WELCOME...................................................Steven Sondergaard, JD
	 Chair, Board of Trustees

STUDENT ADDRESS........................................................................ Jordan Bensch, BS ‘19	
	 Nursing

INTRODUCTION OF SPEAKER..........................................................Kelly Crow, AS ‘19
	 Nursing

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS...................................... Judith Mouch, RSM, MSN, MA 
	 Member of the Mercy Health Toledo Board of Directors  
	 and Mercy College Board of Trustees

MISERICORDIA ET CURA AWARD.......................................................President Wajert

PRESENTATION OF DEGREE CANDIDATES ................................................ Dr. Bates

CONFERRING OF DEGREES...................................................................President Wajert

ALUMNI WELCOME...................................................................Karen Dziengelewski, BS 
	 President, Alumni Board

BLESSING OF THE GRADUATES .......................................Deacon Michael J. Sarra, BA 
	 Deacon, Our Lady, Queen of the Most Holy Rosary Cathedral

A Closing Prayer (Don Besig)

SONG............................................................................................................ Brian Tittl, MAT
	 Adjunct Instructor, Religious Studies

America the Beautiful (Verse 1)

ALMA MATER ......................................................................................................... Mr. Tittl

RECESSIONAL ................................................................................ Academy Brass Quintet
Hornpipe (G.F. Handel)

COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES



MASTER OF SCIENCE

Nursing

Paula Marie Beniston*

Stacy Angela Braun*

Alisha J. Fata*

Caitlin Marie Fee*

Cheryl Ann Honigford*

Leah Nicole Krohn*

Megan Marie Maiani*

Louisa Henschen Nelson*

Michelle Marie Pollauf*

Cory J. Unverferth*

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Biology

Grant H. Longstreet

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Healthcare Administration

Samuel Lee Adams

Jennifer Apardian

Amy Renee Birkemeier

Joyce M. Booker

Tracy Jean Bordner

Judi K. DePeal

Kourtney Renee Elswick*

Olivia Anne Farmer

Shireen Marie Frugh*

Kirsten Linae Furry

Laura Anne Galvan

Carol Ann Gregory

Mark Joseph Hensel

SPRING 2019 GRADUATES

*Summer 2019 Graduates



Taylor Elizabeth Katchur

Melissa Jane Lang

Michael G. Oddo

Angela Elise Pringle

Aimee Marie Quinn

McKenzie Ann Rosemond

Alicia Marie Simon

Amy Lynn Smith

Raquel Alexus Vega

Vinlencia Williams

Danielle C. Worsham*

Julie Ann Young

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Medical Imaging

Miriam Inez Anderson*

Amy S. Baer*

Chelsea Laura Beeler*

Tyler Matthew Belleau*

Jenna Heath Bowman

Jacqueline Rose Dau*

Makayla Ann Davidson

Samantha C. Davis*

Dana L. Devall

Duane Ennis*

Sidney Christine Gilders*

Rachel Lynn Hicks

Dolores Marie Holden*

Nicholas Stephen Hollinshead

Kristopher Andrew Huff*

Kathleen A. Poeschl

SPRING 2019 GRADUATES



Guilia Catherine Selimagic*

Lindsay Ann Slee

Taylor L. Smith

Michele Lynn Sundquist*

Danny De Jesus Teixeira-Lopes*

Kelsey Jo Van Beek

Paul Michael Youso

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Nursing

Jessie Rene Ahl

Emily Elizabeth Alexander

Jennifer Lee Antieau*

Joshua Franklin Bauer

Laura Lynn Beeson

Jordan Mackenzie Bensch

Adriana Isabel Carrillo

Sharon L. Claxton*

Amanda Mae Clymer

Tomas Patricio Coleman

Shelby Alexandria Comberger

Laura Michelle Cox

Crystal Dawn Culp

Danielle Elizabeth Daniel

Sydney Mae Davis

Nicole Marie DeSalle*

Atemnkeng Etchi

Deborah Dallas Feher

Renee Lynn Florek

Kaylee Rae Grimm

Melissa Lee Hane

SPRING 2019 GRADUATES



Nicole L. Hanlon

Emily Ann Hayward

Tiirini Janai Hill

Dai’Ja Unique Hughes

Brenda Nicole Hyde

Elizabeth Jane Johnson

Elizabeth Renee Joseph

Kerry DeAngelo Koster

Toni Marie Lambes

Jazmine Jonal Lanier-Hall

Alison Marie Laurel

Jessica Nicole Lewis

Kaitlin Mackenzie Lutz

Allysen Renee Mann

Michaela Jo McCamey

Jamie Nicole McElwrath*

Corin Mary McKinney

Tara Renee McKinney

Morgan Elizabeth Michalak

Brock Andrew Moore

Talia Santana Moore*

Tobi Moore*

Michelle Allison Nagel

Elizabeth Ann Poley

Makayla Nicole Poling

Holly Michelle Rapp

Penny Lynn Rayle

Briana Rose Ringenbach

Carmen Thomas Robb

Nicole Marie Sample*

Samantha Jordan Schott

Heidi Elizabeth Sell

SPRING 2019 GRADUATES



Megan Louise Senkbeil*

Lea Marie Simon-Straub

Erika Yunnue Speelman

Anthony Michael Struffolino

Jennifer Nicole Talmon

Timothy Joseph Taylor

Kyrpadlan Suchiang Thombre

Dana-Sue Urso*

Alexandrea Amalia Velasquez

Jocelyn Kaylene Viers

Caroline Catherine Violette

Morgan H. Walczak

Kelsey Rose Waldo

Erika Jordan Warshaw

ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE

Health Information Technology

Tiana Maria Anderson

Nichole Louise Degner

Carla Hodge

Larissa Carol Huffman

Danell Janee Sebastian

Jennifer Rebecca Skinner

ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE

Health Sciences

Jushep Geraldine Thayer

SPRING 2019 GRADUATES



SPRING 2019 GRADUATES

ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE

Nursing

Cortney Nicole Acosta

Emily Mary-Catherine Ambrose

Nicole Lynn Bell

Meagan Rose Cadle

Kelly Elizabeth Crow

Curtis R. Davies

Emily Elizabeth Farnan

Allison Rae Gadigian

Ashley L. Garza

Brianna Ashley Hawk

Mona Mohammed Hegazy

Rashida Johnice Hitt

JeJuan Lamar Hunley

Katelyn Marie Konoff

Marcus De’Angelo McLean

Paige E. Merillat

Katelyn Nicole Miller

Kenyonna Monae Mitchell

Lindsey R. Mitchell

Joanita N. Mutebi

Rachael Katherine Myatt

Jillian Carissa Needham

Audrey Jane Noles

Kristal Elizabeth Parrish

Hannah Nicole Pierce

Naira Jatzidy Plascencia

Jessica Lynn Remelius

Nancy A. Thayer

Alexander Shayne Tolly



SPRING 2019 GRADUATES

Savannah Elizabeth Walbolt

Alexander James Wellman

Evan W. Worley

Jessica Lynn Wykoff

ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE

Radiologic Technology

Linda M. Cargill*

Kellie Jean Cater*

Melissa Marie Demecs*

Abigayle Marie Dotson*

Sarah Lynn Ferguson*

Kristen Marie Hermes*

Yongsoon Hwang*

Matthew Michael Jordan*

Jane Elizabeth Kodysh*

Mary Jennie Lee*

Tyler Micheal Maniaci*

Selena M. Martinez*

Courtney Ellen Mead*

Taylor Lynn Musser*

Allison Mary Peterson*

Alexis Danielle Rose*

Megan Marie Rosebrook*

Erica Michelle Rulton*

Leigha Marie Sanborn*

Amanda Dale Seibel*

Lindsey N. Simcheck*

Connor T. Sisty*

Kyleigh Jo South*

Adam Jay Stanley*



SPRING 2019 GRADUATES

Katelyn D. Warner*

Vanessa Joy Wehr*

Taylor Renae Wohn*

CERTIFICATE 

Community Health Worker

Kate Brennan Backoff

Dawn Marie Brown

Karen Ann Foks

CERTIFICATE 

Computed Tomography

Linda M. Cargill*

Kristen Marie Hermes*

Yongsoon Hwang*

Jane Elizabeth Kodysh*

Taylor Lynn Musser*

Erica Michelle Rulton*

CERTIFICATE 

Medical Coding

Katelyn Elizabeth Belknap*

Sherri A. Boggs*

Allyson Nichole Middaugh*

Mariah Sandra Ptaszynski*

Alyssa Kay Elizabeth Sandwisch*



SPRING 2019 GRADUATES

CERTIFICATE 

Ophthalmic Technology

Wasan Mary Faris

Nicole R. Foose

Katlyn Christine Hayes

Bianca T. Keriko

Shabana Khan

Joselyn Adaire Mora

Rachel Renee Roberts

Kayla Marie Sine



COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER
Judith Mouch, RSM, MSN, MA

Member of the Mercy Health Toledo Board of Directors and Mercy College Board of Trustees

Judith Mouch, RSM, MSN, MA, is a Sister of Mercy, and recently retired from the University 
of Detroit Mercy where she was an Associate Professor of Nursing for almost 30 years. 
Her practice focus was in Community Health Nursing. She holds national certification as 
a Community Health Nurse Specialist. She developed and taught the Basic Parish Nurse 
Preparation course offered for continuing education, which was offered from 1998- 2016. The 
recipient of the Nightingale Award for Practice in 1995, she continues to practice as a Parish 
Nurse consultant locally and nationally. 

Prior to joining the University of Detroit Mercy she served as Director for a Migrant Health 
Planning and Development agency in Region V of Department of Health and Human Services. 
Sr. Mouch also worked as a field nurse at the health departments in Lucas County and New 
Orleans, and as a Supervisor at St Mary’s Hospital and Medical Center in Knoxville, TN. 
Earlier in her career, she served as a staff nurse at St. Charles Hospital in Toledo.

Sr. Mouch has had roles on several hospital and diocesan boards and currently serves on the 
Board of Trustees for Mercy College of Ohio and Mercy Health Toledo Board of Directors. 
She holds a Bachelor of Science in Nursing from the University of Cincinnati, a Master of 
Science in Nursing from Wayne State University, and a Master of Arts in Pastoral Ministry 
degree from Marygrove College in Detroit. 

 

MISERICORDIA ET CURA AWARD

The Misericordia et Cura Award is the highest honor bestowed by the College. It recognizes 
individuals who focus on the values which are vital to the healing ministry and by their lives 
embody the College motto “Misericordia et Cura,” meaning compassion and care.



ACADEMIC REGALIA
Academic regalia is traditionally worn by graduating students, faculty members and other participating members at 
commencement ceremonies. 

The mortarboard cap is worn with the tassel color designating the field of learning. Holders of doctoral degrees wear 
a mortarboard or tam with a gold tassel. Colors of the velvet edging of the hoods on master or doctoral gowns denote 
the discipline of the degree and colors of the lining of the hood denote the college or university conferring the degree. 

Arts, Letters and Humanities....................White

Business....................................................Drab

Education.................................................Light Blue

Healthcare Administration........................Peacock

Health Information Technology...............Sage

Hospital Administration...........................Kelly Green

Jurisprudence, Law...................................Purple

Medical Imaging.......................................Sage

Medical Laboratory Technology...............Kelly Green

Library Science.........................................Lemon

Nursing.....................................................Apricot

Philosophy................................................Royal Blue

Psychology................................................Gold

Public Health............................................Salmon

Radiologic Technology..............................Sage

Science......................................................Gold

Social Science............................................Citron

Theology...................................................Scarlet 

Mercy College students are recognized for their academic achievement with an honor cord in the college colors.  
Bachelor’s degree-seeking students may earn the following Latin Honors: 

Summa Cum Laude – Gold and Blue Braided Cords 
Magna Cum Laude – Gold Cords 
Cum Laude – Blue Cords 

Associate degree-seeking students may earn the following honors: 

High Honors – White and Gold Braided Cords 
Honors – White Cords

The Mercy College Hoffman Ambassadors have distinguished themselves by their leadership and service to the 
College and the local community. The Mercy College Hoffman Ambassadors wear a gold medallion imprinted with 
the College seal and the word “Ambassador.” 

Student government officers wear red and blue braided cords to designate their leadership of the College student body.

Honor society membership is a reflection of outstanding academic achievements. Membership is an opportunity for 
scholarship and engagement associated within each society. Honor society members wear the respective honor cords 
or stoles to designate their excellence in academia. Alpha Delta Nu Honor Society members wear peach cords. Phi 
Theta Kappa Honor Society members wear a gold stole. Sigma Theta Tau Honor Society members wear white and 
orchid braided cords.



PARTICIPANTS
Presider.......................... Deacon Michael J. Sarra

Cross Bearer.................................. Megan Maiani 

Mace Bearer........................Christopher Gibbons 

Readers.......................................Larissa Huffman 
	 Kyleigh South 
	 Nicholas Hollinshead 
	 Jordan Bensch 
	 Kelly Crow 

Announcer........................................ Trevor Bates

Cantor.................................................. Brian Tittl

Choir.............................................. Jamie Tooman
	 Mary Bergs
	 Cindi Miller
	 Jeanne Cluff
	 Lori Haye

Marshalls ........................................Deanna Vatan
	 Kristen Porter
	 Melanie Vincent
	 Leslie Erwin 

Brass Quintet..................Academy Brass Quintet

MACE AND PRESIDENTIAL SEAL
The mace is a decorative staff that signifies degree-granting authority. The College’s mace is constructed 
of walnut and glass with the wood representing the College and the glass finial representing Toledo, the 
“Glass City.”

The Presidential Seal of Office is a medallion worn by the president signifying the authority of the office. 
On the face of the seal are four engravings:  the Mercy Cross representing the College’s founding religious 
community, the Sisters of Mercy; a book representing knowledge; a caduceus representing the health 
professions; and a dove representing the Holy Spirit. A ribbon signifying the interconnectedness of the 
elements in the life and spirit of Mercy College surrounds these engravings.



Song:	 America, the Beautiful (Verse 1)	 Stand



ALMA MATER



MERCY COLLEGE OF OHIO  
2018-2019 BOARD OF TRUSTEES

 
Larry Boyer

Diana Colaianni

Suzette Cowell

Jeffrey Dempsey

Barbara Dianda-Martin

Jan Donley

Joan Funkhouser

Sister June Ketterer, SGM (Emeritus)

Philip McWeeny

Sister Nancy Merkle, RSM (Vice-Chair)

Doni Miller

Sister Judith Mouch, RSM

Joseph Pettee (Treasurer)

Randall Schlievert, MD

Steven Sondergaard (Chairperson)

Thomas Stuckey

Susan Wajert

Sister Rita Mary Wasserman, RSM (Emeritus)

Thomas Welch, MD 

 

Special thanks to the Mercy College Ambassadors and to all whom have  
volunteered in any way to make this event a memorable experience.


